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Former Mexico City mayor Oscar Espinosa Villarreal, accused by city authorities of embezzling and
mismanaging millions of pesos in city funds, has gone into hiding rather than answer corruption
charges. The former mayor is accused of embezzling 428 million pesos (US$46.6 million) during his
1994-1997 term in office (see SourceMex, 2000-04-05). The charges were filed by the Mexico City
attorney general's office (Procuraduria General de Justicia del Distrito Federal, PGJDF) in March.
If Espinosa is convicted, he could have to pay a fine of more than 230 million pesos (US$25 million).
He would also be prohibited from serving in any local or federal public office for 20 years. Espinosa
has long proclaimed his innocence. In early July, he attempted to clear his name by releasing a
breakdown of his assets. He said those assets 15.35 million pesos (US$1.67 million) in property and
cash were obtained before he entered the public sector.
Even though Mexico City authorities filed formal charges against Espinosa several months ago,
they have been unable to prosecute him. Espinosa gained immunity from prosecution when he was
appointed federal tourism secretary in December 1997 to replace Silvia Hernandez.
Mexico City Attorney General Samuel Del Villar attempted to remove that immunity through a
request to the Chamber of Deputies earlier this year. He obtained a partial victory in June, when
a congressional committee recommended that the Chamber of Deputies strip Espinosa of his
immunity. But the committee's recommendation carries no legal weight, and the full Chamber of
Deputies was unable to vote on the matter before its summer recess.

Espinosa waives immunity by taking leave from Cabinet post
The next Congress, which will include a large percentage of legislators from the center-left Partido
de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) and the conservative Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), was
scheduled to reconsider the Espinosa case during the new session in September.
But rather than await a decision from Congress, Espinosa surprisingly requested a leave of absence
from his post as tourism secretary so he could fight the PGJDF charges. "I am asking for the right to
strip myself of my immunity and clear the way for the judicial process, through which my innocence
will be established," Espinosa said in a written statement sent to the government news agency
Notimex.
After Zedillo accepted his resignation, the PGJDF summoned Espinosa to testify before the city's
magistrate. Espinosa refused to appear, prompting the PGJDF to order several police agencies to
locate and detain the former mayor. But Espinosa has thus far eluded authorities. A spokesperson
for the government's immigration agency Instituto Nacional de Migracion (INM) said there was
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no evidence that Espinosa had fled the country. Some accounts say Espinosa may be hiding out in
Coahuila state, either in Torreon or Saltillo.
Del Villar is taking no chances and has requested the intervention of the international police agency
Interpol, the INM, and the Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores (SRE), fueling speculation that
Espinosa could have left Mexico. However, Deputy Interior Secretary Dionisio Perez Jancome said
the federal government does not consider Espinosa a fugitive from justice. "I am certain he will
appear in court to respond to the accusations against him," said Perez.

Lawyer says Espinosa will fight charges in court
Espinosa's attorney, Alonso Aguilar Zinser, insists that the former mayor intends to answer the
charges, but only when the matter reaches the Mexican courts. "I want to make it very clear that my
client did not give up everything to become a fugitive," Aguilar told reporters. "He will submit to the
legal process." Top Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) officials have accused the Mexico City
government, which has been in the hands of the PRD since December 1997, of engaging in a witch
hunt.
"There is not enough proof for these charges," said PRI Deputy Miguel Quiroz, a member of the
committee that considered whether Espinosa's immunity should be revoked. "The prosecutor is
acting in a partisan fashion and is obsessed with getting Espinosa, guilty or not." Espinosa's lawyers
have also filed a formal complaint with the Mexico City human rights commission (Comision de
Derechos Humanos del Distrito Federal, CDHDF), accusing the PGJDF of conducting an improper
investigation, which violated the former mayor's rights.
The PGJDF, meanwhile, is pursuing other avenues to bring charges against the Espinosa
administration. In early July, Del Villar obtained arrest warrants for 75 former members of the
Espinosa administration. The charges range from embezzlement to abuse of authority. Espinosa,
the last member from the long-governing PRI to hold the Mexico City mayoral post, is also the last
city executive hand-picked by a Mexican president. Under changes to the city charter, Mexico City
voters were allowed to elect the mayor of the capital beginning in 1997.
Espinosa is one of a handful of PRI officials who have gone into hiding rather than face possible
indictment. Others include former Quintana Roo Gov. Mario Villanueva Madrid, who fled before
authorities could detain him on charges of complicity with drug traffickers (see SourceMex,
1999-04-14 and 2000-03-01).
Like Espinosa, Villanueva disappeared before the immunity he enjoyed as an elected official
expired. Villanueva, said to be hiding somewhere in Central America, has promised to return to
Mexico to defend himself as soon as the administration of President-elect Vicente Fox is installed.
The former governor has accused the Zedillo administration and his successor, Quintana Roo
Gov. Joaquin Hendricks, of trying to make him a scapegoat for Mexico's inability to control drug
traffickers.
In another prominent case, banker Carlos Cabal Peniche fled Mexico in 1994 rather than face
charges of money laundering and bank fraud. Cabal, who eventually surfaced in Australia using
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an assumed name, said his banks were used to illegally channel funds into PRI presidential and
gubernatorial campaigns (see SourceMex, 1998-12-02 and 1999- 06-09) The highest-profile case,
however, is that of former president Carlos Salinas de Gortari, who left the country shortly after
completing his term in office in 1994.
Salinas has not been formally accused of any wrongdoing, but his name has often been mentioned
in connection with drug-related corruption (see SourceMex, 1999-01-27 and 1999-04-14). The former
president, who spent some time in self-imposed exile in Ireland and is now said to be residing
in Cuba, is widely blamed for the economic crisis that resulted from the devaluation of the peso
in 1994. [Note: Peso-dollar conversions in this article are based on the Interbank rate in effect on
Aug. 16, reported at 9.18 pesos per US$1.00] (Sources: Proceso, 08/13/00; Reuters, 08/07/00, 08/08/00,
08/14/00; Milenio, 08/14/00; Associated Press, 07/11/00, 08/08/00, 08/09/00, 08/11/00, 08/12/00,
08/15/00; Notimex, 07/27/00, 08/07-12/00, 08/14/00, 08/15/00; Reforma, 07/28/00, 08/02/00, 08/09-11/00,
08/15/00; Novedades, 08/01/00, 08/08- 11/00, 08/15/00; El Universal, 08/09-11/00, 08/14/00, 08/15/00;
El Financiero, 08/11/00, 08/15/00; The News, 08/15/00; Excelsior, 08/08/00, 08/15/00, 08/16/00; La
Jornada, 08/09-11/00, 08/15/00, 08/16/00; El Economista, 08/15/00, 08/16/00; The Dallas Morning
News, 08/16/00)
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